Key Stage 3 History Trail Answers
Chronology
· 19th
· Emperors of Rome, Roman governors of Britain, the goddess Roma
· The Victorians chose them to represent the “greatness” of the Roman Empire, the men all have a connection to Roman Britian. 
· The water originally fell as rain, before being heated by the Earth and returning through a fault line to the Sacred Spring.
Change and Continuity
· The video shows people visiting the baths and temple: men, women, children, soldiers, enslaved people, traders carrying goods, priests and sacrificial animals, musicians etc.
· The goddess is named Sulis Minerva. Sulis was the Celtic goddess of the spring, Minerva was the Roman goddess of healing and wisdom. Sulis Minerva is a combination of the two.
· AD 43
· Changes 1st to 4th Century might include addition of temple courtyard, addition of arched roof and extra bathing facilities to east and west.
· Continuities 1st to 4th Century might include great bath and sacred spring.
· Bath Gorgon different from Greek Gorgons because male, friendly, hairs of waves and sunbeams rather than snakes.
· One interpretation is that the images are a mix of Celtic and Roman to show the mixing of the two cultures, The other interpretation is that it shows the Roman conquest over the locals and domination of images.
· Symbols of Minerva include owls, dolphins, military helmets, winged victories, laurel wreaths, globe. 
Interpretation Part 1
· The voice actor is a consistent voice across all the audio commentaries. They appeal to the audience by offering concise yet important facts about the objects.
· Michael Rosen appeals to his audience by asking questions and encouraging looking closely. 
· The Collections Manager appeals to her audience by offering a deeper analysis of the objects, but the explanations are simple and clear to understand. This number is an optional extra for visitors who want to know more.
Using Evidence
· Skeletal evidence
Evidence of wealth = erosion of teeth from eating sugar, lead lining for his coffin.
Evidence of diet = isotope in bones and teeth.
Evidence that Syrian = DNA analysis.
Archaeologists cannot explain why he came to Aquae Sulis or how he died.
· Where did people come from?
Julius Vitalis came from Belgium.
Lucius Vitellius Tancinus came from Spain.
The Flavian lady likely came from Rome.
Rusonia Aventina came from France.
Significance
· Gaius Calpurnius Receptus was the chief priest at the Temple of Sulis Minerva, he was in charge of all religious aspects of the site. His wife Calpurnia Trisfosa was a freed-person, a former slave. We do not know where she came from, what her real name was, or what her marriage to Gaius was like.
· Curse tablets are significant for many reasons, including first examples of prayers, insight into everyday life and only example of vernacular Celtic.
· The odd curse tablet is the one written in the local Celtic language, the only example we have from Roman Britain. We do not know what it says. Another acceptable answer is that one curse mentions the theft of a person rather than an object.
Temple Courtyard – Interpretation Part 2
· There is evidence of the temple steps, the sacrificial altar, the monumental porch, the Gorgon’s head, the paving and the painting of the stonework.
· Guesses include the colours on the stonework, the heights of buildings and the characters.
Thinking Critically
· Minerva’s Head is made from bronze and covered in gold leaf (gilding).
· It would originally have been full length and included a Corinthian style helmet.
· Only priests were allowed inside the temple building to see and tend to the statue.
· Theories include destruction by Christians (signalling the end of the Roman gods) or purposeful decapitation by the Romans to preserve the essence of their goddess and protect her from being destroyed.
·  Objects thrown into the spring include jewellery, coins, plates, ink wells, combs, and models of body parts.
· The ivory object is carved to represent a woman’s bust. It may have been offered as a healing token, so the goddess knew which part of the body to heal or strengthen. It suggests someone with access to ivory (maybe from the North Africa region, or a trader in exotic materials), possibly a woman with chest problems, or issues related to breast feeding children, infertility or perhaps breast cancer.
· The Great Bath is lined with sheets of lead.
· Activities included swimming, eating and drinking, exercises, playing ball and board games, socialising, see a doctor.
· The water is green today because algae grows in the water. The bathhouse had a roof in Roman times, so stopped the sunlight getting in that allows the algae to grow.
Written Communication
· Balneum = deep immersion pool
· Caldarium = hot room
· Tepidarium = warm room
· Apodyterium = changing room
· Natatio = large cool swimming bath
· Gymnasium = public place for exercise
· Frigidarium = cold plunge bath



